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Local Hospitals Key Partners for CHP Patients

In the business world, partnerships exist for many reasons.  Hopefully, if 
structured correctly, both parties have something to gain from the relationship.  In 
partnering with Bozeman Deaconess Health Services and Livingston Healthcare, 
the two local hospitals, serving Community Health Partnersô patients, the word 
ñpartnershipò has been taken to an entirely new level.

Since the inception of Community Health Partners (CHP) Livingston Healthcare 
has been a driving force behind the organization.  In fact, it was the former CEO 
of the hospital that recommended federal funding be sought to form a community 
health center in Livingston.   Since that time in 1999, the hospital has continued 
to play a valuable role ensuring that patients from CHP have access to needed 
services including purchasing and renovating the current building housing CHP.

ñPartnerships are important for hospitals for several reasons,ò explains 
Livingston Healthcare CEO and CHP ex-ofýcio board member, Sam Pleshar.  
ñFirst, our mission is to provide healthcare for the community.   By partnering 
and collaborating with other providers, better access to healthcare is achieved, 
and that is the important issue - not who delivers it.  In addition, partnering 
and collaborating can reduce the cost of healthcare, and in this age, that is 
signiýcant.ò

Bozeman Deaconess Health Services has supported CHPôs Bozeman clinical site 
ï the Gallatin Community Clinic ï beginning with its roots as a small volunteer-
based clinic serving patients just eight hours per week.  Today that help includes 
the purchase and donation to CHP of the clinicôs building in Bozeman, as well 
as below market rent to CHPôs Dental Practice.  Coupled with sliding fee scale 
access to all outpatient services at the hospital, patients are able to increase their 
healthcare purchasing power ï even when their incomes cannot afford full price.

Because CHP patients have a medical home with a designated provider that can 
be accessed same day when necessary, expensive visits to urgent care facilities 
and the hospital emergency rooms can be avoided.  

ñWe all care for the same patients,ò says Bozeman Deaconess vice president for 
patient services and CHP board of directorsô member, Liz Lewis.  ñBy partnering 
we are able to provide a continuity of care for those patients who are seen at the 
clinic and receive care at the hospital.  We learn from each other.  Because the 
clinic is able to see patients whose prior usage was mostly through the emergency 
room, the hospital is now more accessible to those who need true emergent care.ò

continued page 2




